
CHECKLIST FOR COMPLETE PRE-CONSTRUCTION NOTIFICATIONS 
FOR 2021 NATIONWIDE PERMITS – STATE OF WEST VIRGINIA 

 
When required by the terms of a Nationwide Permit (NWP), the prospective permittee 
must provide the United States Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) a pre-construction 
notification (PCN). The PCN will be determined to be complete when the Corps receives 
the information detailed in NWP General Condition 32 and Regional General Conditions 
1 and 4 for West Virginia. 
 

I. General Condition 32.b. Contents of PCN - The PCN must be in writing and 
include the following information: 
 

1. Name, address and telephone numbers of the prospective permittee; 
2. Location of the proposed activity; 
3. Identify the specific NWP or NWP(s) the prospective permittee wants 

to use to authorize the proposed activity; 
4.  

i. A description of the proposed activity; the activity’s purpose; 
direct and indirect adverse environmental effects the activity 
would cause, including the anticipated amount of loss of 
wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and other waters expected 
to result from the NWP activity, in acres, linear feet, or other 
appropriate unit of measure; a description of any proposed 
mitigation measures intended to reduce the adverse 
environmental effects caused by the proposed activity; and any 
other NWP(s), regional general permit(s), or individual permit(s) 
used or intended to be used to authorize any part of the 
proposed project or any related activity, including other separate 
and distant crossings for linear projects that require Department 
of the Army authorization but do not require pre-construction 
notification. The description of the proposed activity and any 
proposed mitigation measures should be sufficiently detailed to 
allow the district engineer to determine that the adverse 
environmental effects of the activity will be no more than 
minimal and to determine the need for compensatory mitigation 
or other mitigation measures. 

ii. For linear projects where one or more single and complete 
crossings require pre-construction notification, the PCN must 
include the quantity of anticipated losses of wetlands, other 
special aquatic sites, and other waters for each single and 
complete crossing of those wetlands, other special aquatic sites, 
and other waters (including those single and complete crossings 
authorized by an NWP but do not require PCNs). This 
information will be used by the district engineer to evaluate the 
cumulative adverse environmental effects of the proposed linear 



project, and does not change those non-PCN NWP activities 
into NWP PCNs. 

iii. Sketches should be provided when necessary to show that the 
activity complies with the terms of the NWP. (Sketches usually 
clarify the activity and when provided results in a quicker 

iv. decision. Sketches should contain sufficient detail to provide an 
illustrative description of the proposed activity (e.g., a 
conceptual plan), but do not need to be detailed engineering 
plans); 

5. The PCN must include a delineation of wetlands, other special aquatic 
sites, and other waters, such as lakes and ponds, and perennial and 
intermittent streams, on the project site. Wetland delineations must be 
prepared in accordance with the current method required by the Corps. 
The permittee may ask the Corps to delineate the special aquatic sites 
and other waters on the project site, but there may be a delay if the 
Corps does the delineation, especially if the project site is large or 
contains many wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and other waters.  
Furthermore, the 45-day period will not start until the delineation has 
been submitted to or completed by the Corps, as appropriate; 

6. If the proposed activity will result in the loss of greater than 1⁄10-acre of 
wetlands or 3⁄100-acre of stream bed and a PCN is required, the 
prospective permittee must submit a statement describing how the 
mitigation requirement will be satisfied, or explaining why the adverse 
environmental effects are no more than minimal and why 
compensatory mitigation should not be required. As an alternative, the 
prospective permittee may submit a conceptual or detailed mitigation 
plan. 

7. For non-federal permittees, if any listed species (or species proposed 
for listing) or designated critical habitat (or critical habitat proposed for 
such designation) might be affected or is in the vicinity of the activity, or 
if the activity is located in designated critical habitat (or critical habitat 
proposed for such designation), the PCN must include the name(s) of 
those endangered or threatened species (or species proposed for 
listing) that might be affected by the proposed activity or utilize the 
designated critical habitat (or critical habitat proposed for such 
designation) that might be affected by the proposed activity. For NWP 
activities that require pre-construction notification, Federal permittees 
must provide documentation demonstrating compliance with the 
Endangered Species Act; 

8. For non-federal permittees, if the NWP activity might have the potential 
to cause effects to a historic property listed on, determined to be 
eligible for listing on, or potentially eligible for listing on, the National 
Register of Historic Places, the PCN must state which historic property 
might have the potential to be affected by the proposed activity or 
include a vicinity map indicating the location of the historic property. 
For NWP activities that require pre-construction notification, Federal 



permittees must provide documentation demonstrating compliance 
with section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act; 

9. For an activity that will occur in a component of the National Wild and 
Scenic River System, or in a river officially designated by Congress as 
a ‘‘study river’’ for possible inclusion in the system while the river is in 
an official study status, the PCN must identify the Wild and Scenic 
River or the ‘‘study river’’ (see general condition 16); and 

10. For an NWP activity that requires permission from, or review by, the 
Corps pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 408 because it will alter or temporarily or 
permanently occupy or use a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers federally 
authorized civil works project, the pre-construction notification must 
include a statement confirming that the project proponent has 
submitted a written request for section 408 permission from, or review 
by, the Corps office having jurisdiction over that USACE project. 

 
II. Regional General Conditions 1 and 4 Notification Submittals - in addition to 

the information required under NWP General Condition 32, PCN must include the 
following information: 
 

1. Threatened and Endangered Species: Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) states that each federal agency shall, in consultation with the 
Secretary, ensure that any action they authorize, fund, or carry out is not likely to 
jeopardize the continued existence of a listed species or result in the destruction 
or adverse modification of designated critical habitat.. Section 7 of the ESA, 
called "Interagency Cooperation," is the mechanism by which Federal agencies 
ensure the actions they take, including those they fund or authorize, do not 
jeopardize the continued existence of any federally or proposed federally listed 
species. Consistent with NWP General Condition 18, information for federally 
threatened and endangered species must be provided in the PCN to determine 
the proposed activity's compliance with NWP General Condition 18 and to 
facilitate project-specific coordination with the USFWS.  All relevant information 
obtained from the USFWS must be submitted with the PCN.  

 
2. Historic Properties: Under the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), the 

Corps must ensure no federal undertaking, including a Corps permit action, 
which may affect historic resources, is commenced before the impacts of such 
action are considered and the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation and the 
State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) are provided an opportunity to 
comment as required by the NHPA, 36 CFR 800, and 33 CFR 325, Appendix C.   
Consistent with NWP General Condition 20,  historic properties information must 
be provided in the PCN if the proposed undertaking might have the potential to 
cause effects to any historic properties listed on, determined to be eligible for 
listing on, or potentially eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic 
Places, including previously unidentified properties.  All relevant information 
obtained from the SHPO must be submitted with the PCN. 

 


